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Oclober 20, 2006

Chainnan Kl,;vin Martin
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tl\r.c
CommIssioner Micmtcl Copps
Commissioner Robert MeJ)owell
Commissioner Jonathan Auelstcm
Fedcral Communications Cormnlssion
The Portals
44.S 12th Street. SW
WaShIngton. DC 20554

Dear FCC COJluUJssinners

Our Chatnher ofCororncrce in Elberton. Georgia has become very interested ill many of the
Lhmgs bClllC said about the AT&T-BeltSouth merger. We have leamed of the mergcr's
broadband dclail!l, especially as they rclate to our generally mral county.

The commitments thal AT&T reccnLly announced for much greater bro,;'ldband affordability and
availability would he especially beneficial to our resident-q in Elbert County Today,
approximately 30% of our residents have no access to broadband service of any type. Appruval of
the merger will address this crilical nced by offenng inexpensive and widely availOlble service.

It is my understanding thaI AT&T has proposed to the Commission a commitment to provide it~

dial iiCCCSS customers i1 freo upgrade to DS:L, including a free modem after the merger dosing I
also understand (hc company has oftl:rcd to reduce the priee of residential hroadband DSL lo $10
per month and to ddivcr broo..dhand to all rCllidcntlal units in its combim:d tcrritory, lIlc1uding
lowcr.income and runtl arca~ These commitments will hel.., drive high-~pccd broadband 111::tge
anu hdp close the digital divide 111 Elbert COWlly betwccn rich and poor, \.U'ban and nmd.

I urgc the Commission to approve (he rnerger of AT&T and BcllSouth promptly so that
con!';umers can benefit ns !':oon as pOlllliblc from the hmadband provjgjon~ tillS merger offers.

Jim Lloyd
Chairman - Elbert COlUlty Chamber of Cummcrce

cc: Marlene Dortch, CommisSIOn Secretary
we Doch't No 06-74

"Granite capitol of the World"
Home 0/ the Richard B. Russell Hydroelectric Dam and Recreational Reservoir


